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“SLAVERY DIDN’T END,
IT JUST EVOLVED”

Jesse M. Heines, Prof. Emeritus
Dept. of Computer Science
Univ. of Massachusetts Lowell

ENGL 4330
American Autobiography
Prof. Melissa Pennell

— Bryan Stevenson

November 21, 2019

Source: Lady Gaga at Super Bowl 2016
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UjbolhVVCYU
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Let’s consider ...

Do we have racial equality in the United States today?

Please go to pollev.com/heines on
your computer or mobile device to reply.

“[The United States]
has a system of justice
that treats you much
better if you’re rich
and guilty than if
you’re poor and
innocent. Wealth,
not culpability,
shapes outcomes.”

— Bryan Stevenson
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Let’s consider ...
“You’re 11 times more likely to get the
death penalty if the victim is white than if
the victim is black,
and 22 times more likely to get it if the
defendant is black and the victim is white.”

— Bryan Stevenson

Let’s consider ...

If your family lived in the South in 1776 and was
well-to-do, would your family have owned slaves?
If your family lived in the South in 1776 and was
well-to-do, would your family have owned slaves?

Please go to pollev.com/heines on
your computer or mobile device to reply.
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Let’s consider ...

If your family lived in the North in 1776 and was
well-to-do but didn’t own slaves, would you have had
any responsibility for the institution of slavery?

If your family lived in the North in 1776 and was
well-to-do but didn’t own slaves, would you have had
any responsibility for the institution of slavery?

Please go to pollev.com/heines on
your computer or mobile device to reply.

1949 Broadway debut
1958 file version debut
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Let’s consider ...

Are you and I responsible for the lingering effects of
slavery today?

Please go to pollev.com/heines on
your computer or mobile device to reply.

Signed January 31, 1865

Following the formal abolition
of slavery at the end of the
Civil War, freed slaves often
found themselves subject to
conditions of forced labor that
approximated slavery. This
“Age of Neoslavery” lasted
until the end of World War II.

Source:
Circular No. 3591
By Francis Biddle
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/

Circular_No._3591
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Source: Slavery’s Shadow: Reparations and the Cost to Build a Nation
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/slaverys-shadow-how-forbe_b_5505319

Broadcast August 12, 2018
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Photos by Jesse Heines
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Segregation / Jim Crow
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Brown vs. Board of Education

On May 17, 1954, U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice Earl Warren delivered
the unanimous ruling against the “separate but equal” mandate and demanded
desegregation. George Hayes, Thurgood Marshall, James Nabrit

Brown vs. Board of Education 1954

There was one major problem ...
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Brown vs. Board of Education 1954

There was no
implementation time
frame specified.

There was one major problem ...

South Pacific
1949 Broadway debut
1958 file version debut
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Mass Incarceration

The United States has ...

Source: “18 things you should know about mass incarceration”
Southern Poverty Law Center
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To put that in perspective ...

2018 data on founding NATO countries
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/global/2018.html

rates are per 100,000 populationrates are per 100,000 population

And lest we think it’s worse
in other countries...

rates are per 100,000 population

2014 data
https://plainfieldview.wordpress.com/2015/02/23/

incarceration-by-the-numbers/
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One burning question ...

https://lloydlofthouse.org/2015/10/11/discovering-the-real-u-s-prison-pipeline/

1981

1984

1960s & 70s
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1960 Deinstitutionalization of mentally ill
1981 Beginning of Reagan presidency
1984 Beginning of private prison industry

https://lloydlofthouse.org/2015/10/11/discovering-the-real-u-s-prison-pipeline/

1960s & 70s

1981

1984
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$31,300/inmate/year  x  2,300,000 inmates
=  $71,990,000,000
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Image Credit:
https://www.sowhatelse.org/

https://www.azquotes.com/author/44209-Yehuda_Bauer
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https://www.azquotes.com/quotes/topics/bystanders.html

Recidivism
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https://www.brookings.edu/blog/fixgov/2016/05/25/reducing-recidivism-is-a-public-safety-imperative/
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New Hampshire Recidivism Trend
percent returning to a NH DOC facility

within 36 months of their initial release date
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New Hampshire Prison Population
through September 30, 2019

  Average Prison Population

2014 – 2019
6.6% decrease

• Printing Services
• Sign Making and Engraving Services
• Furniture Refinishing and Upholstery Services
• Woodworking Services
• NH State License Plate Making

Addressing Recidivism
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Addressing Recidivism

New Hampshire Department of Corrections

Addressing Recidivism
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https://wol.iza.org/uploads/articles/399/pdfs/do-post-prison-job-opportunities-reduce-recidivism.pdf

https://www.gtl.net/gtl-invests-in-education/
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You ultimately judge the civility of a
society not by how it treats the rich,
the powerful, the protected and the

highly esteemed, but by how it
treats the poor, the disfavored, and

the disadvantaged.

Jesse M. Heines
https://jesseheines.com
Jesse_Heines@uml.edu


