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Let’s consider ...
Do we have “liberty and justice for all” in the United
States today?

A. Yes
B. No
C. Not Sure

Reply via Zoom poll question #1

“[The United States]
has a system of justice
that treats you much
better if you’re rich
and guilty than if
you’re poor and
innocent. Wealth,
not culpability,
shapes outcomes.”

— Bryan Stevenson
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Let’s consider ...
“You’re 11 times more likely to get the
death penalty if the victim is than if
the victim is            ,
and 22 times more likely to get it if the
defendant is and the victim is

— Bryan Stevenson

black
white

black
white .”

Let’s consider ...
If your family lived in the South in 1776 and was
well-to-do, would your family have owned slaves?

A. Yes
B. No
C. Not Sure

If your family lived in the South in 1776 and was
well-to-do, would your family have owned slaves?

A. Yes
B. No
C. Not Sure

Reply via Zoom poll question #2
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Phase 1:
Slavery

1619

https://www.ajc.com/lifestyles/1619-the-first-africans-
arrive-the-new-world/ymhFu5bczYAUjPLDBX4mnK/

Dutch frigate
Fredensborg
sank 1768

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fredensborg_(slave_ship)#/media/File:Fredensborg_(1753_ship).jpg
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On the Fredensborg’s last journey from Guinea to the
West Indies, the death toll was 30 of 272 Africans (11%
of the slaves) and 18 of 49 Europeans (37% of the crew).
This rate was “fairly normal” on such journeys.

Total transported
~12 million

National Geographic
February 2020
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Let’s consider ...
If your family lived in the North in 1776 and was
well-to-do but didn’t own slaves, would you have had
any responsibility for the institution of slavery?

A. Yes
B. No
C. Not Sure

If your family lived in the North in 1776 and was
well-to-do but didn’t own slaves, would you have had
any responsibility for the institution of slavery?

A. Yes
B. No
C. Not Sure

Reply via Zoom poll question #3

1949 Broadway debut
1958 film version debut
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IeuaTpH6Ck0

2:25

12

14



Slavery Didn't End, It Just Evolved June 25, 2020

Jesse M. Heines 7

Let’s consider ...
Are you and I responsible for the lingering effects of
slavery today?

A. Yes
B. No
C. Not Sure

Reply via Zoom poll question #4
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https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/08/14/magazine/1619-america-slavery.html

1619 Project

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/08/14/magazine/1619-america-slavery.html

1619 Project
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Source: Slavery’s Shadow: Reparations and the Cost to Build a Nation
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/slaverys-shadow-how-forbe_b_5505319

Signed January 31, 1865

Following the formal abolition
of slavery at the end of the
Civil War, freed slaves often
found themselves subject to
conditions of forced labor that
approximated slavery. This
“Age of Neoslavery” lasted
until the end of World War II.

Source:
Circular No. 3591 by Francis Biddle
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Circular_No._3591
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2:44

Phase 2: Lynching

PBS – Lynching in Mississippi  (1:12)
Mississippi Residents Clara Davis and Betty Pearson
https://www.pbs.org/video/american-experience-lynching-mississippi/

Local      Web
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Equal Justice
Initiative’s
“Lynching
Memorial”
Montgomery, Alabama

Marietta
Simpson 4:38

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VrgMvt8Deig Photos by Jesse Heines
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Phase 3: “Jim Crow” Segregation

PBS – Jim Crow in Mississippi, 1960  (0:51)
https://www.pbs.org/video/american-experience-jim-crow-mississippi/
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Brown vs. Board of Education

On May 17, 1954, U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice Earl Warren delivered
the unanimous ruling against the “separate but equal” mandate and demanded
desegregation. George Hayes, Thurgood Marshall, James Nabrit

Brown vs. Board of Education 1954

There was one
major problem ...
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Brown vs. Board of Education 1954

No implementation
time frame was
specified.

There was one
major problem ...

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Remembered
2:54

https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/videos/
history-and-culture/#/97624131894
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Phase 4: Mass Incarceration (current)

The United States has ...

Source: “18 things you should know about mass incarceration”
Southern Poverty Law Center
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Lest we think it’s worse in
other countries...

rates are per 100,000 population

2014 data
https://plainfieldview.wordpress.com/2015/02/23/

incarceration-by-the-numbers/

To provide even more perspective ...

2018 data on founding NATO countries
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/global/2018.html

rates are per 100,000 populationrates are per 100,000 population
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https://lloydlofthouse.org/2015/10/11/discovering-the-real-u-s-prison-pipeline/

1981

1984

1960s & 70s

1960 Deinstitutionalization of mentally ill
1981 Beginning of Reagan presidency
1984 Beginning of private prison industry

https://lloydlofthouse.org/2015/10/11/discovering-the-real-u-s-prison-pipeline/

1960s & 70s

1981

1984
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https://2255.capdefnet.org/General-Statistics/Federal-Death-Row-Population-By-Race
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https://www.gtl.net/gtl-invests-in-education/

$31,300/inmate/year  x  2,300,000 inmates

=  $72 billionhttps://knoema.com/infographics/odgnikf/us-prison-
costs-grossly-exceed-public-education-spending
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https://rmnetwork.org/for-such-a-time-as-this/what-can-i-do/

South Pacific
1949 Broadway debut
1958 film version debut

1:33
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VPf6ITsjsgk
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https://i.ytimg.com/vi/NOKyrsaE3Qs/maxresdefault.jpg

https://imgur.com/gallery/OdZwS
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https://www.azquotes.com/picture-quotes/quote-slavery-built-the-south-i-m-not-saying-we-should-
bring-it-back-i-m-just-saying-it-had-rush-limbaugh-145-96-21.jpg
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https://www.azquotes.com/quotes/topics/bystanders.html

https://www.azquotes.com/author/44209-Yehuda_Bauer
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https://www.azquotes.com/author/7908-Robert_Kennedy
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You ultimately judge the civility of a
society not by how it treats the rich,
the powerful, the protected and the

highly esteemed, but by how it
treats the poor, the disfavored, and

the disadvantaged.

4:35

— Bryan Stevenson
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2:54

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dQOaUnSmJr8

Jesse M. Heines
https://jesseheines.com
jesse@jesseheines.com
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